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W
hen everyone is wear-
ing something odd, it’s
no longer odd,” re-
marked Anush Gandhi,
a Grade XI student at

Aditya Birla World Academy (ABWA)
in Tardeo as he adjusted a plain grey
tee tucked inside a blue-checkered
lungi. 

On Friday, the campus of the Tar-
deo school was filled with students –
and teachers – dressed in an eclectic
mix of sartorial choices for ‘odd dress
day’, flagging off a week-long anti-
bullying drive.

Students and teachers made the
most of the opportunity giving uni-
forms and formal clothes a break. Mis-
matched shoes, socks and separates,
pyjamas, lungis, quirky hairdos, fasci-
nators haphazardly put on as if done
last minute, and unconventional lip-
stick shades – the theme was to stand
out. The endeavour aimed at norma-
lising individual oddities that are of-
ten at the heart of bullying.

“This is a small step in our fight.
The idea is to sensitise everyone to the
fact that each individual is different
and has his/her own idiosyncrasies.
It’s about empowering each one to

break the silence through our cam-
paign #BulldozeBullying,” Radikha
Sinha, Principal, ABWA, told Mirror.

“Differences that make us unique
and give us individuality, unfortu-
nately sometimes, lead to prejudices
and bullying. ‘Odd dress day’ is an at-
tempt to encourage students to em-
brace differences and celebrate diver-

sity,” said Neerja Birla, chairperson of
the Aditya Birla Education Trust.

While students were given the
freedom to dress the way they liked,
they were also instructed to do so
within the ambit of the school envi-
ronment. This was their first such
campaign against bullying.

Grade XI student Antara Parekh,

who turned up in a florescent green
hoodie and harem pants, said the ini-
tiative allowed students to embrace
their identity. “We need to normalise
and accept differences so that no one
feels left out,” she said.

Gandhi’s classmate Vivek
Chokshi chose to go traditional to ad-
dress diversity. He wore loose pants,

kurta and a jacket. 
As classrooms, corridors, stair-

ways and the staffroom rang with ex-
citement, students and staff assessed
one another on the oddness quotient.

The initiative gave Gayatri Viswa-
nath, the Spanish teacher, an oppor-
tunity to introspect her own attitude
back in college. 

Dressed in a patiala salwar and a
short top, she recalled engaging in
subtle bullying herself. “Whenever I
saw foreigners pairing salwars with
tops and not kurtas, I would remark,
‘Look at them, what are they wear-
ing.’ Now I think back and realise it
was wrong. They were comfortable
dressing that way and need not have
been judged. That’s why I chose the
same combination today.”

“Name-calling,” said Aanchal
Jain, pastoral care coordinator, in-
charge of student wellbeing at the
school, “is one of the major concerns
in bullying behaviour. This kind of
day enables teachers to have open
conversations about bullying.”

Other activities for the week in-
clude, an extempore contest, inter-
house exhibit competition, special
assemblies and in-class activities cen-
tred around the themes of ‘Change
Starts with Us’ and ‘Breaking the Si-
lence’, and sessions on cyber-bullying
for parents, teachers and students.

Celebrating individuality with quirk, eccentricity
With ‘odd dress day’, students of Aditya Birla World Academy in Tardeo learn to embrace differences, celebrate diversity
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BULLDOZING BULLYING

The event marked the first day of a week-long anti-bullying drive
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ELECTRICITY DEPARTMENT-II
NEW DELHI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (E)C-VI
Vidyut Bhawan , Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Road

New Delhi-110011, e-mail: eec6.elect@ndmcmail.aov, in

e-Procurement Tender Notice
Tender ID No. & Name of Work Date of release of Date and time Last date/time Date/Time for

tender through for Pre-bid for receipt of opening of bid
e-procurement meeting an tenders through through

solution the chamber e-procurement e-procurement
of CEE-II) solution solution

2019_JDMC_181415_i 03.10.2019 10.10-2019 18-10-2019 18- 10-2019
Name of Work : Establishing additional at 11 .30AM at 03.30PM at 04 ,00PM
33KV ESS at AIMS & Construction
of 33/1 1 KV below Ground Electric
Sub-Station at Church Road,
Sub Head : SITC of 33 KV GIS, 33/11 KV,
16/20 MVA Power Transformer & other
Electrical Equipments for Establishing
additional 33KV Substation at AJ IMS ,
New Delhi & below ground 33KV ESS
at Church Road, New Delhi,
Estt. cost Rs 19,55,37,943/-

Further details can be seen at htt rs://r ovt rrocurement a h' ov in
Note: - To partici pate in e-tender in NDMC registration with application services provider NH is mandatory.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer(E)C-VI
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IRCON INTERNATIONAL LTD.

(A Govt. of India Undertaking) I/0JJ
Web: www . ircon.org

e-Procurement Notice
1. e-Tender No.: IRCONI2068HB!Extension of PlatformTender,2019(08 Date: 04.10.2019
e-Tender for and on behalf of East Central Railway is invited from bidders meeting
qualifying requirements for the work of'Extension , Widening and Raising of Existing
Low/Rail Level Platform to High Level , Provision of New PF Sheds , Low Height sheds
etc and other passenger amenities works at Desari and Chaksikandar Stations of
Sanepur Division in connection with Hajipur - Bachwara Doubling Project of East
Central Railway" .

Estimated cost of the work : Rs. 6.78 Crores (Approx.)
Last Date & Time of a-Bid Submission : Up to 15.00 Hrs on 29.10.2019
2. e-Tender No.: IRCOW2068/HB/Track Machine Shed Tender12019109 Date: 04 . 10.2019
e-Tender for and on behalf of East Central Railway is invited from bidders meeting
qualifying requirements for the work of "Construction of Track Machine Shed at
Chaksikander Station in connection with Hajipur- Bachwara Doubling Project of East
Central Railway" .
Estimated cost of the work : Rs. 4.52 Crores (Approx.)
Last Date & Time of a-Bid Submission : Up to 15.00 His on 29.10.2019
For further details, visit website https :llwww.etenders.gov.inleprocure/app
Corrigendum , dany, would be hosted only on the website. CGM/CIVILMB,

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
1st Floor. Sore Bhawan , Daroga Prasad Rai Path , Patna-800001 , Bihar.

Email : mahboob .alam@ircon.org




